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REPORT ON THE ONE-DAY AWARENESS PROGRAMME ON “GIVING
OR TAKING OF DOWRY IS AN OFFENCE BY LAW”

The Women Studies Centre, Government College of Education (IASE), M A Road Srinagar,
organized a One-Day Awareness Programme on the theme "Giving or Taking of Dowry is an Offence
by Law" on 11 July 2026 in the College Auditorium. The programme was envisioned as a significant
academic and social intervention aimed at fostering legal awareness, promoting gender equity, and
encouraging critical engagement with one of the most persistent social evils affecting contemporary
society.

The programme commenced with a warm welcome by Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz, Principal/Nodal
Principal, Kashmir Division Colleges, who set the intellectual tone for the event through her inaugural
address. She underscored the transformative role of educational institutions in nurturing informed,
ethically conscious, and socially responsible citizens. Stressing that the practice of dowry is not merely
a legal offence but a profound violation of human dignity and gender justice, she urged students to
become catalysts for social change by rejecting discriminatory customs and upholding the constitutional
ideals of equality and justice.

The keynote address was delivered by Advocate Mir Naveed Gul, a distinguished legal
practitioner, who provided an insightful exposition of the legal framework goveming dowry-related
offences in India. Drawing upon the provisions of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, and other relevant
statutory safeguards, he elucidated the legal consequences of giving, taking, or demanding dowry, while
highlighting the rights and protections available to women. Through contemporary case illustrations and
practical examples, he emphasized the importance of legal literacy, timely recourse to justice, and
collective social responsibility in addressing dowry-related violence and discrimination.

The session evolved into an engaging and intellectually stimuliating interaction, with students and
faculty members actively participating in discussions on the socio-cultural, ethical, and legal dimensions
of the dowry system. The deliberations encouraged participants to critically examine the historical roots
of the practice, its adverse implications for gender relations, and the imperative of fostering attitudinal
change through education, awareness, and community engagement.

The programme concluded with a formal Vote of Thanks presented by Dr. Tawheeda Rasool,
Programme Coordinator, who expressed heartfelt appreciation to the Principal for her visionary
leadership, the resource person for his enlightening deliberation, and the faculty members, organizing




committee, and students for their enthusiastic participation and cooperation in ensuring the success of
the event.

The proceedings of the programme were meticulously documented by the Rapporteurs, Dr.
Shabina and Prof. Gousia Nissar, who recorded the key deliberations, observations, and outcomes of the
event.

The awareness programme proved to be an enriching academic exercise and a meaningful platform
for reflection on issues of social justice and gender equality. By integrating legal awareness with ethical
discourse, the programme reinforced the institution's commitment to value-based education and the
cultivation of socially conscious citizens. It successfully inspired participants to challenge regressive
social practices, uphold the principles of equality and human dignity, and contribute towards the creation
of a society free from the scourge of dowry.
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Dr. Tawheeda Rasool
Programme Coordinator
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