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REPORT ON TECHNICAL SESSION-II: HIGHER EDUCATION  
 
A Two Day National Conference on “Integrating AI and 21st-Century Skills in Education” was 
organized by the Innovation and Action Research Cell/IQAC, Government College of 
Education (IASE), Srinagar, in collaboration with the School Education Department, Kashmir, 
w.e.f 29th to 30th October, 2025. 

 The conference aimed to deliberate upon the transformative role of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and 21st-century competencies in reshaping educational practices, curriculum design, and 
teacher preparation in consonance with the vision of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

 The Technical Session-II, based on the theme “Higher Education” started at 2:35 pm in the 
college auditorium. The Chairperson for the session was Dr. Mohammad Ahsan Chisti, Associate 
Professor, Department of Computer Science, NIT Srinagar and the discussant was Dr. Javaid 
Iqbal, Head, Department of Computer Science University of Kashmir. The session featured several 
papers based on the interrelationship of Higher Education and AI. A total number of four (4) papers 
were presented in this session.  

Key Papers and Findings 

The first paper was presented by Dr. Manzoor Ahmad Parey titled “The Double Edged Sword: AI 
integration and the erosion of metacognitive skills in educational spaces”. The paper discussed the 
dangers and impact of AI reliance on metacognitive faculties, especially creativity, critical thinking 
and self-reliance of educators and students. It argued that the students are using AI for information 
attainment & task completion which has consequently led to erosion of self-confidence and leads 
to doubt and discomfort and decline in creativity within the students. 

Second paper was presented by Dr. Showket Rashid Wani, titled “Integrating AI feedback Bot for 
assignment evaluation in distance education: A case study of diploma in pre-primary teacher 
training programme.” The author explored that as there is consistent demand for feedback in higher 
education this has led to adoption of AI tools for assessment support. The paper presented a practical 
account of how a feedback BOT can be used to evaluate assignments submitted by students enrolled 
in distance education with efficiency, accuracy and responsibility over traditional and manual 
evaluation. Thus, AI feedback in distance education is suitable and student centric assessment tool. 

Third paper titled” Employability and entrepreneurship in AI driven workspaces” presented by Dr. 
Syed Murtaza Fazal Ali. The presenter argued that the AI transformation at workspaces reshapes 
the demands for employability and presents new opportunities and challenges for entrepreneurs. AI 
is revolutionizing entrepreneurship as it generates new entrepreneurial opportunities and alters 



labour market. The presenter also argued that AI can automate existing tasks thus contributing to 
inequality and has the power to transform employment opportunities worldwide.  

Forth paper was presented by Arif Hussain Reshi and Javid Aziz Bhat titled “AI and linguistic 
diversity: revitalizing the languages of Jammu and Kashmir through education and technology”.  
This paper explores how AI can transform linguistic invisibility into presence by embedding 
regional tongues within technology- integrated education. The language mismatch undermines both 
policy goals and learner engagement can be eradicated by making use of technology ethically and 
locally. As such AI can be used as a strong tool to revive and preserve the linguistic diversity.  

Session Summary and Reflections 

The Chairperson, Dr. Mohammad Ahsan Chisti, lauded the presenters for their forward-looking 
perspectives and highlighted that technology integration must always serve pedagogical and 
ethical purposes. He further explained that anything that has merits surely comes with 
demerits. The Discussant, Dr. Javaid Iqbal synthesized the deliberations by emphasizing that AI 
has to be used properly, intelligently and ethically for the benefit of the human race. As it is 
impossible for people to escape the use of AI in contemporary period, therefore, it also needs 
philosophical deliberations and debates so that the 21st skills of communication, critical 
thinking, collaboration and creativity can be achieved and enhanced accordingly. 

The session concluded with an engaging exchange of ideas between the participants, paper 
presenters, the chairperson and discussant, reaffirming that the improper and unethical use of AI 
can have a negative impact on the society and human beings, still its importance cannot be denied 
as AI is the future of universe. 
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