GOVERNMENT COLLEGE OF EDLUCATION

Institute of Advanced Studies in Education 3&,"
CLUSTER UNIVERSITY, SRINAGAR "y ‘:
Maulana Azad Road Srinagar (J&K) Clrater Svenony Srveper
(NAAC RE-ACCREDITED GRADE “A” (CGPA 3.24)

Email:gcoe.sqr@gmail.com/ http:// www.gcoekmr.edu.in

REPORT ON THE UNITY WALK IN CONNECTION WITH 150™ BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF SARDAR
VALLABHBHAI PATEL TO SPS MUSEUM SRINAGAR ON 2'° AUGUST, 2025.

As part of our ongoing efforts to promote cultural awareness and Heritage education
among students, a heritage walk to Sri Pratap Museum, Srinagar was organized by
department of History and NSS Units of Government College of Education (IASE) M.A
Road Srinagar on 2™ August,2025. The visit aimed to foster a deeper understanding of
Kashmir's rich cultural legacy, archaeological wealth, and historical evolution.

The museum, located in the heart of Srinagar, is one of the oldest institutions dedicated
to preserving the region’s cultural and artistic heritage. Upon arrival, the participants were
warmly welcomed by the museum staff especially by Mrs Rabiya Qureshi curator, and
were given an informative briefing about the museum’s origin and ' significance.
Established in 1898 during the reign of Maharaja Pratap Singh, the museum houses a
diverse collection of archaeological artifacts, manuscripts, paintings, coins, textiles,
weaponry, and handicrafts dating back to ancient and medieval periods.

The students and faculty were taken on a guided tour through the various galleries, where
they observed exhibits representing the artistic brilliance of Kashmir, including objects
from the Buddhist, Hindu, and Islamic eras. Special attention was given to the galleries
showcasing terracotta heads from Ushkur and Harwan, ancient sculptures from
Awantipora and Parihaspora, and exquisite Numismatic collections.

The visit was highly educational, offering a vivid insight into the civilizational timeline of
Kashmir and the contributions of different dynasties, artists, and communities toward its
cultural enrichment. The students were escorted by Dr. Ab Rashid Shiekh faculty
department of History and Prof. Shawana Manzoor, faculty department of Environmental
Science. The walk also included interactive sessions with curators, who answered
students’ queries and explained the historical context of various displays.

Conclusion:
The heritage walk to Sri Pratap Museum proved to be an enriching experience for all

participants. It not only enhanced their knowledge of Kashmir’s art and history but also

ignited a sense of pride and responsibility toward preserving our cultural heritage. The

event concluded with a group discussion and reflection session, emphasizing the
rtance of museums in connecting present generations with their glorious past.
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