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Report on “Seminar on Drug-Free Kashmir Held at GCOE Srinagar”

GCOE (IASE), Srinagar | July 21, 2025 — A significant seminar aimed at raising awareness and promoting a collective
stand against drug abuse in Jammu & Kashmir was successfully held at the Govemment College of Education (GCOE),
Srinagar. The event was jointly organized by Voice of Weekly Newspapers, A. R. Azad Memorial Foundation, in
collaboration with the Cultural Unit of the Department of Information and Public Relations (DIPR) Kashmir, and the J&K
Police Srinagar, anchored by Shakeel Azad and supported by GCOE (IASE), Srinagar.
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The Honorable Minister for Higher Education, Ms. Sakina Itoo, presided over the seminar as the Chief Guest. In her
address, Minister Itoo emphasized the seriousness of the drug menace in the region, calling it a sensitive issue that

threatens the future of Kashmir's youth,

“We have to save our future generation. In order to make Kashmir a drug-free society, it is the collective responsibility of
every stakeholder and community,” she stated. She stressed that the burden of addressing drug abuse cannot rest solely
on the health and police departments. “If we are serious about eradicating the drug menace in Kashmir, we must all step
up and take responsibility. Until and unless every segment of society gets involved, we won't succeed. The government

and police are doing their part,” she added.
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Minister Itoo also called for ac
control drug trafficking and p
leaders and religious clerics ¢

tion against major players in the ille
rotect our youth,” she remarked.
an play in curbing the spread of dr

gal drug trade. “There is a need to arrest the ‘big fish’ to
She further highlighted the critical role that community
ug abuse through education and outreach.

The event saw huge participation of educators, youth leaders, students, healthcare professionals, law enforcement
officials as well as representatives from civil society. Among others, Nodal Principal Kashmir Division Colleges and
Principal GCOE Srinagar, Prof, Seema Naz; Joint Director Information Kashmir, Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari: Princigal
Government Women'’s College Srinagar, Prof. Yasmeena Faroog; Prof. GM Nengroo, Amar Singh College; and Social
Activist, Mr. Shamshad Kralwari graced the occasion.
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