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REPORT OF PANEL DISCUSSION OF TWO-DAY NATIONAL SEMINAR
ON
"INTEGRATING DIGITAL LEARNING AND TECHNOLOGY IN TEACHER EDUCATION"

DAY 1 (04-03-2025) 2:30 — 04:00pm

The panel discussion, chaired by Dr. Zahoor Geelani, Dean and Head, School of Education,
Central University of Kashmir, focused on the challenges and opportunities associated with the
integration of technology in education. The session commenced with a welcome address by
Prof. (Dr) Seema Naz, Principal of the host institution, wherein she graciously welcomed the
revered chairperson Prof (Dr.) Zahoor Geelani, Dean and Head, School of Education, Central
University of Kashmir, and panellists including Prof. (Dr.) Renu Nanda, PG Department of
Education, University of Jammu, Prof (Dr) Majid Zaman, Controller of Examination,
University of Kashmir, Dr. Deepak Bishla, Head, Department of IT, B. R. Ambedkar
University, New Delhi, Dr. Javid Igbal, Head PG Department of Computer Sciences, Dr
Sameer Babu, Associate Professor in Educational Administration, JMI New Delhi, Ms Kajal
Kalsi, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology , University of Jammu and the general
audience at large.

Key Highlights from the Panellists’ Presentations:

Prof Zahoor Geelani (Chairperson) highlighted the dual nature of technology in education,
emphasizing both its challenges and opportunities. He stressed that while technology offers
immense potential, its impact can only be fully realized if it complements rich and meaningful
content.

Prof. Renu Nanda discussed the need to broaden the definition of technology integration
beyond mere device usage. She underscored that effective technology integration must involve
adopting new teaching strategies that leverage digital tools. A key point in her discussion was
the role of the mentor-mentee relationship in fostering technological learning.

Prof. Majid Zaman proposed strengthening the connection between academia and industry to
ensure educational programs align with technological advancements and real-world needs. He
focused on the necessity of incorporating artificial intelligence (Al) skills into the curriculum
and suggested a gradual shift in assessment methods to better reflect technological changes in
education.

Dr. Deepak Bishla underscored the pivotal role that technology plays in reshaping the
educational landscape. He emphasized that, as we stand at the nexus of a swiftly advancing
technological era, it is incumbent upon education to evolve in tandem, harnessing the immense
potential of digital tools to augment learning outcomes and adequately prepare educators for
an increasingly digitized world.

Dr. Javid Iqbal highlighted the importance of proper teacher training and resource availability
for effective technology integration. He stressed that teachers need ongoing professional



development and access to the right tools and platforms to successfully integrate technology
into their classrooms.

Dr. Sameer Babu emphasized the significance of hands-on, practical approaches in integrating
technology into education. He discussed the value of blended and flipped learning models,
which allow students to learn at their own pace while engaging in more interactive, student-
centered learning experiences.

Ms Kajal Kalsi in her address discussed the challenge of bridging the digital divide and
ensuring equal access to technology for all students. She highlighted the importance of ethical
education in Al, preparing students to navigate future challenges.

Key Takeaways from the Discussion:

e Technology should enhance educational content and pedagogy, not function as a
standalone solution.

e Teachers need skills, resources, and professional development to integrate technology
effectively and mentor students in its use.

e Strong links between academia and industry ensure educational programs meet real-
world demands and technological advancements.

e Emphasis on blended and flipped learning models to foster active, self-paced learning
experiences.

e Addressing the digital divide and ensuring equal access to technology is crucial,
alongside teaching ethical Al for future challenges.

Following the presentations, a question-and-answer session took place, where the audience
engaged with the panellists on various aspects of technology integration in education. The
discussions further clarified the practical challenges faced by educators and the potential
strategies for overcoming them.

Rapporteurs of the session were Prof. Feroz Ahmad Wani and Dr. Mudasir Hamid Malik
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