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Compiled Report

Two Day National Workshop
Gender Audits: Crafting an Ecosystem of Equality
(March 17% — 18t 2023)

Govt. College of Education, IASE, M. A Road Srinagar organized a Two-day National Workshop on
Gender Audits: Crafting an Ecosystem of Equality on 17% & 18" March 2023 in collaboration with
WISCOMP (Women in Security, Conflict Management and Peace), New Delhi. The programme was
organized as part of celebration of India’s Presidency of G20 with an objective to sensitize the higher
education institutions about gender harmony and gender equality. Prof. (Dr.) Yasmeen Ashai, Director
Colleges, Department of Higher Education, UT of Jammu and Kashmir was the chief guest in the
inaugural session which started at 10.00 am in the college auditorium on 17" of March, 2023. The
programme started with the welcome address delivered by Principal of the host college, Prof. (Dr.) Seema
Naz. In her speech, she heighted achievements of the college and stressed upon the need of Gender
Harmony in Higher Education Institutions. Programme Coordinator. Prof. Rubeena Jabeen highlighted
backdrop of the programme in light of Sustainable Development Goals. Dr. Meenakshi Gopinath, Founder
and Honorary Director WISCOMP in her keynote address emphasized upon women led development and
G-20. She mentioned the outcome of Justice Verma Committee pertaining to Nirbhaya case of Delhi 2012
and termed it as a Magna Carta of Women’s Rights in South Asia. Chief Guest of the session, Prof. (Dr.)
Yasmeen Ashai, Director Colleges, Department of Higher Education, UT of Jammu and Kashmir in her
special address highlighted the importance of this workshop in the contemporary scenario. She also
emphasized that Gender Audits are needed in all Higher Education Institutions. The session was
moderated by Dr. Malik Roshan Ara and Vote of thanks was proposed by Prof. Abdul Gani Kumar,
faculty members of the host college.

Inaugural function was followed by two technical session-I and II on themes, “The Spectrum of
Harassment: From Victimhood to Agency”, and “Gender Audits: Creating a Conducive Ecosystem
of Equality on Campuses” respectively. The sessions were facilitated by Dr. Meenakshi Gopinath,
Founder and Honorary Director WISCOMP, Dr. Seema Kakran, Deputy Director, WISCOMP and Prof. Shilpi

Shabdita, Programme Officer, WISCOMP with presentations and discussions on various aspects



associated with Gender Audits viz organizational structure and culture, administrative practices,
curriculum, usage of infrastructure and public spaces, media communication, student life, professional
development, gender based violence and discrimination, etc. Group activities were also conducted in
which information pertaining to time management in different activities by the participants was collected

and discussed.

On Day 2", 18t of March, 2023

Three technical sessions were conducted on three different themes:

1. A Campus with ‘Zero Tolerance for Sexual Harassment’: Role of the Internal Committee.

2. Time Use (Participatory Activity).

3. Prioritizing Issues for a Gender Audit and Drawing up a Data Collection Plan.

The sessions were by facilitated by Dr. Meenakshi Gopinath, Founder and Honorary Director WISCOMP,
Prof. Seema Kakran, Deputy Director, WISCOMP and Prof. Shilpi Shabdita, Programme Officer,
WISCOMP. The facilitators made it a point that Educational Institutions should be very sensitive while
dealing with cases of Sexual Harassment. Indicators on Gender Equality were shared with the participants
to express their opinions as a group activity. Group discussion were also held regarding Harassment Cases
in which the participants were given chance to express their views. All the participants and the resource
persons unanimously concluded that there is a dire need to look at Gender Imbalances in the society and
Educational Institutions has a great role to play.

The valedictory session was held in which Prof. (Dr.) Nilofar Khan, Vice Chancellor, University of
Kashmir, Srinagar was the Chief Guest. The session started with the formal welcome address by Prof. (Dr.)
Seema Naz, Principal IASE Srinagar. While presenting concluding remarks, she emphasized that this workshop
is an endeavour to sensitize all the Higher Education Institutions of Kashmir Division Colleges regarding
gender harmony & gender equality with a mission to make our society a balanced space to live in.

Later on, Programme Coordinator, Prof. Rubeena Jabeen presented detailed report of the programme.
Chief Guest of the Valedictory Session, Prof. (Dr.) Nilofar Khan, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, University of
Kashmir, Srinagar presented presidential address. In her speech, she appreciated the theme of the programme
and said that leader of the educational institutions should be very much particular to gender issues and good
values needs to be inculcated in both boys and girls enrolled in these institutions.

The workshop was attended by faculty members from all the colleges of Kashmir Division and were given
participation certificates. The programme ended with the formal vote of thanks by Prof. Shabana Shabir,
faculty member of IASE Srinagar.
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